DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

marriage, could help him, for she had made the
same change herself and he gave Alix the letter the
Tsarina had written to her begging her to many
him. The struggle was hard : she was deeply
religious and loyal to her own faith, but she
yielded.

So the morning after Ernest's wedding the two
came hand in hand to the Queen and told her they
were engaged to be married.   The Queen expressed
herself as " quite thunderstruck."   But she had long
known that Nicholas was in love with her grand-
daughter, and this bolt from the blue must have been
her surprise that the Tsar had given his consent or
that Alix had got over her religious objections.   In
any case the thunderbolt gave her great gratification,
and she was so interested in it that she omitted in
her Journal to say anything about the wedding which
had brought her to Coburg :  it eclipsed everything
else.    She had always been very fond of her Hesse
grand-daughters who had lost their mother in that
tragic visitation of diphtheria sixteen years ago, and
they had often stayed with her in England.   But
now cc sweet gentle Alicky," chosen for the dazzling
destiny  of being  the   " great  Empress   of all  the
Russias," became the object of the Queen's special
regard, affection and even reverence.   This was not
to be wondered at.   The Tsarevitch adored her, his
father could not live long, and the girl held in her
hands the potentiality of immense influence.   For
years the international relations between Russia and
England had been deplorably bad, more than once
the countries had been on the verge of war, and
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